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\Vhen the early pIoneers were heading
west to reach Puget Sound, some battled
their way up the Naches River out of the
Yakima Valley. It was bard going. The pass
they thought to be passable was a rough
one at 5440 feet. with steep cliffs on the
west side. Captain George McClellan.
appointed by Washingt'on Territorial Gover­
nor Issac Stevens to survey a rout over the
Ca.scades, started out \Vith some Indians to
follow the old Indian trails north up the
Yakima River. At first he found the going
fairly easy. and the Snoqualmie summit
was reached at only 3.004 feet. He felt
pleased until he looked dOVvrn on the rough
cliffs on the west side. Somehow they worked
their way duwn to the: gtuLltr counlry on the
west side of the mountains and eventually
reached the salt water of Puget Sound.

\Vhen the~ountry on thewest side of the
mountains was settled there were others.
who wanted to see the east sIde of the
mountains. A very rough road was started
up the west side (Jf Sllu4udhu1t: Pa~:::;in
1865 by A.A. Denny. worklng for King
CClunt.y_ In 1fi05 .. whe-n the AJ~ska·Yu1c:on·
Pacific Exposition was held in SeatUe.
promoters put on "The Great Race" from
New York to Seattle by way of the pass.
Three cars finished: two Fords first and
cecond and 0 Shawmut third.

By 1913, when the Model j" was popu·
lar. a road was dug out of the side of th~
cliffs untIl there was a rough roadway over
the hill. Wnen the summit was reached
everyone had to stop. rest and tighten the

transmission bands of the old Fords to get
as far as ele Elum.

The Milwaukee Railroad on its way west
bored a tunnel through the Cascades. with
th~ ~ast portal at a f)tatlon uilleu Hyah.. Iu

. the late 1930s. the Milwaukee opened one
of the first ski resorts in the Snoqualmie
Pass area, near theIr Hyak station. A couple
of fellows in Cle Elum fanned a ski club and
the sport caught on and blossomed, A couple
of enterprisers saw the potential and leased
forest land along Highway 10 with a couple
of rope tows at the summit, and opened Ski
Lifts. Inc. The first big e.xpendlture of this
corporation was a county-mandated sewer
system. In 1962. Kittitas Sewer District # 1
was formed. When there was sno\v. thmgs
prospered and the area expanded. There
were tough times and good times. but the
area continued to grow. When the 1-90
freeway changed the route of Highway 10 at
the summit. a number of new areas opened
and real estate developers opened areas of
chalets and permanents homes north of I·
90, in a de elopment called Alpental.

All areas, as they become more popu­
lated. have the potential for fire and in an
area such as Snoqualmie Fass. without fire
protection. 1t Is dangerous. Under normal
everyday conditions, all that is necessary to
take care of th15 fl:-e matter is to approach
the County officials and form a Fire D1S­
tric:t. Thf' unusual thIng about SQ,oqlJ~lmie
Pass Is when the summit is reached there
Is an imaginary line across the highway
that extends both directions up the adJoin-
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tn~ hills. wHh King County on the west and
KJ.ttatas County on the east" (1!v1dmg [he
unincorporated community of Snoqualmie
Pa~~.

After a number of years with no fire
protection. except what an old used 1943
Ford engine purchased from K.C. Fire
District #25 could furnish, resort owner W.
Webb Moffett and CitiZerus Ld.:md G. Crabtree
and Clarence E. Byrd formed a committee
and gathered the necessary s'gn:.ltures for
presentat.1on to th~ KHtatas County Com­
missioners for incorporation of a fire dis­
trict. March 16. 1970, with an atllrmative
vote of 15·0. Kittitas County Fire District #5
was formt:u. Three gentlemen. Ma.thew B.
Noonan. an Alpental reSident, Robert "Rod"
J. Rodriquez. a service station/towing
company owner and James Foster. a Mil­
waukee employee, were the first Commis- .
sioners.

Snoqualmie Pass lies in both King and
K1tt1ta~ Counties nnd State laws do not
provide for annexation of county agencies
a("r()~5:l county lines. To rectify this matter
it was necessary to also form a King County
Fire District. The law provides for a merger
across county Hnes and such a merger
could be pro~osed shortly after formation
of 0. district in King County. One of the·
proponents. Mr. DeBruler of Ski Lifts, and
other interested parties, obtained the
necessary petitions for incorporation, which
were forwarded to King County for approval.
Un March 16. 1971. d vote was taken nnd
passed 12-0. The new Commissioners were
w. \Vebb Moffett. T~l:.lno G. Crabtree and
Clarence E. Byrd. A problem in the sparsely­
populated community was the lack of active
Commissioner participation. The CommiS­
sioners of District #49 didn't function and
len iJfu1Jlems to the Kittitas Commission­
ers. who didn't always have a quorum.
Hearing of thIs. County Councilman Dave
Mooney took care of the problem by ap­
pointing three new Commissioners who did
function.

Within a few months after King County

DIstrict 49 was formed. the sLx-member
Jolul boards of Di~trict~ 5 and 49 11.1et and
the first order of business was to select a
title fGr the merged dIstricts. For the want
of anything better, the title used was Kit­
titas County F.P.D. 5 and King County
F.P.D. 49. a title thaL wa~ u~etl uulll 1976
when the name "Joint Operations Board"
came into use. Eventually. for clarity this
shortened to JOB.

'When the main details of starting a Fire
Department were taken care of, the ne.."{t
thlng was to appoint a Chief. Ken White. a
Forest Service Snow l1angcr of the Snow
Supervisors office. took the position and
started on the toughj ob. A piece of flrefight­
ing equipment was needed. so a 1939 GMC
pumper from Kitsap 5 was purchased and
housed in one of the local gas stations. The
alarm system was pretty basic, a couple of
plwnes in. different locntions and a small
siren_ There was need for another piece of
fire equipment and by the grapevine they
found North Bend had a 1958 Diamond-T
Reo for sale. The vehicle was purchased and
kept in serv1.ce until 198~ when it was sold
to Mason County 13 for $2.500. In 1976,
the old 1939 CMC was: Sttrpllt~~d and by
sealed bid it was sold to Easton for $26.89.

About 1971. the State Department of
Highways pulled its road equipment out of
the Six-bay garage it maintained at the
summ1t for many y~ars. The SPFD rented
the building while they looked for a locatIon
for a new station. Tht"' ~ix Commissioners
dld some: serious talking and made connec­
tions v.ilh an architect. One· of the problems
was obtaining a piece of ground. large enough
for a station in an area where almost eve­
rything Wa:> owned by the U.S. Forest Service.
The next problem was the architect's pro­
Jected cost. of a new buHding. At: this pOInt
interest in a new building waned and the
two-department consortium dIckered with
the Highway Department for purchase of
the garage. In Mar'ch 1976. the JOB bid $1
for lhe two-story. BO-foot long sarage and
got it. The forest service owned the prop-
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at the sarne tlIne. lie earn::) a liVing working
[or thE' ('()mhln;:l.tion ~ewer jwa ter District.
There was trouble 'With the small sirens in
the area for quite some time. They were
unable to alert the personne11n all areas 01
the Districts. In Novem.ber 1976. one of the
Comrni6stoner~ was able to find a. 7-H.P.
sIren that Redmond was surplusing.

Snoqualmie Pass is quite isolated from
the rest of King County so President of the
King County Fire Commissioners A.ssocia­
Hon, Don Aicher. had UH: 1t.lCd that if the:
SnoPass Conunlss10ners couldn't come to
them they would go to SnoPas.!;. Don invit.t':r!
all the District Commissioners to partici~
pat.e in a potluck evening meeting on July
28, 1976, at Alpental. A good time was had
.by all. The sLx SnoPass Commissioners
lhought the rate~ of the Washington Fire
CommIssioners Association were a little
high, but occasIonally they would split the
dues between District 5 and 49. They did
get information durIng their formative days
10: free.

Being 25 miles from the closest hospital,
near North Bend. and with very few perma­
nent residents. makes it difficult to have
EMTs 1:1 service. The department does not
operate an aid car because of the lack of
available trained personnel. They attempt
to handle basiC E'MT responder servi.c~ UHlU
North Bend can answer serious calls. For
the same reason. t...'1.ere was no :itttempt to
form a search and !'escu~ unit for the
mountains. They answer fIre calls on the
highway.

An incident which seldom happens to
anyone, happened Lo SIllJPa~:::i ill f\ugust
1976 when. a Jumbled, delayed call came in
with only two men avaiJ8.ble. Tht" b;ltt~ry on
the old rig was dead. so it was pushed for
a start and ran a few blocks before it ran
out of gas. One of the CommissIoners had
let an out-or-gas cttizen drain a little, but
he or someone uIlaul1wIL:t:CU dl'alned some
more. From then on all equipment had
locking gas caps.

erty, with the Fire Department havtng a 99­
yeo.1r lease.

This bargain was the beginning of a long
line of problems which the JOB faced. Bu t
they always seemed to come out ratrly well.
One of the main tenants in the garage was
the local sewer /watcr district which 1<lter
installed a modern water system in
Sno'1u:llmie Pass with lots of hydrants and
large reservoirs. There were a few other
offices and a meeting room L'i1.at were in
demand at ditJerent times. The wmter
weather and the deep snow added to the
problems. The metal roof would leak. pipes
would freeze and every fall the Commission­
ers would try to make a deal with the
Highway Department or one of the locals to
keep the driveway clear of the 8 to 9 feet of
snow each year. SometIme 1n 1983-4, tlu:n:
were only 16 inches of snow but In 1971­
2 there were 18 feet.

ChIef Ken White resigned in July 1974,
and one of the Commissioners, who was
also owner of the local gas/towing station.
Robert (Rod) Rodriquez. took the job as
Cblef and held it until July 1976. Rod
served fa1thf4,lly as a Kittitas #5 Commis­
$!('Inl"r nntJl,July 1978. The new Chief was
Snow Ranger AI Bennett. a volunteer who
held the Job until he moved out of the area
in January 1978. The Chiefs must have
been under considerable pressure, because
another volunteer, Dave Dyer. held the Job
untH he reSigned in September 1978, and
was replaced by Michael Cuffin. who was
acting Chief until February 1979. when he
resigned. At last, a standby. Chuck \Vag­
goner, held the position and did a good job
until he was transferred by the Fores t Service
and moved off the mountain October 1984
to a residence tn North Bend. Chuck con­
tinued to work for the Forest Service at the
Pass. He felt he could be of service, but did
not want any posItion In the Department
other than a volunteer fireman's job.

Terry Lenihan, the present Chief. served
a3 the tra.ining cnpbln before his appoint-

•• ..,.. ••••• J •• ••. ~ _ 1.11 _____ .L._
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a small department the siZe of Snoqualmie
f'ass occurred 1nJune of ~978 when someone
tor-ched a cabin, and the same day there
\I.'ere two vehicle fires on the fre-e-wrtY tv
make life interesting. and a very busy day
for the department. In the middle of July.
1971. an alarm in Alpental from a 28-unit
condominium came in and the crew was on
the way shortly. but when the: closest hydrant
was out of order and tile next hydrant was
too far away for the hose load. a call was
put in for North Bend and District 10. Both
departments responded, but to little avail.
The condo tire spread quickly and when
help arrived v..1th more hose. they could
nave only a e~l1 portion of one corner.
Both departments together billed
Snoqualmie Pass $3,900. They were turned
down until SnoPass could collect from the
condo owners or Insurance company. In­
vestigation. however. found only one condo
ol.Vl1er had insurance. This matter went
back and forth for some time- until the two
departments decIded it would be quite aJob
to be reimbursed and gave up trying.

F~fteen minutes after the condo fire was
under control. one of the local restaurants
caught flrc and burned to the ground. Do~h
fires wer~ definitely arson. There was' a
suspect. the cook at Ll,.e restaurant. who
was found in the ashes of the restaurant.

In April 1980, SnoPass had some sur­
plus money and Norlh Bend (District #8)
had a Diamond-T they wanted $8,000 for.
It wc.,s purchoc.ed along with enough bunk
tng gear to outfit 12 firemen. At the time
there were 25 volunteers on the roster, but
not all were permanent residents. The 1952
International was surplused and the town
of Liberty bought 1t for $5QU.

The radio equipment over lhe years was
not ne\v. but the Department kept upgrad­
ing it as funds became available. When the
911 dispatching system was being cons~d·
ei'ed. SnoPass contracted with District 10
to handle their dIspatching.

The day Uberty pIcked up the Interna­
tional. a new 1982 SACO attack pumper

was purchased. making a total of three
fully-equ1pped engInes in Lhe dual dt:parL"
ment. Tanker If1 was getting weak and it
W':a~ nt."(,:f>s~~ry tf) mill t.hp h•.•.'ln ~nrl grlnrl
the valves for $400. Two y~ars later. in
January 1985. it was necessary to replace
the old 1957 Ford 1200-gallon tanker. It
was purchased by the Alpine Veneer
Company of Ronald. A new FMC Blue Chip
IOOO-gallon tanker with a lOOO·GPM pump
was purchased for $62.700. was received
and put in service in August 1985. and 1s
still in service. The old 1958 Dlamond-T
was sold to Mason County P"lre District 13
for $2.500. In 1983, a GMC one-ton 4x4
~1th a 250-gallon tank. and a 250-GPM
rescue truck were bought and are still in
servlce.

The department is fairly well equipped
with vehicles. but there 15 always a short­
agt: of n.r~mt:n lo 1.aw.11t: lUulUllle i..:alb tJl

other emergencies where more he! p 1s
needl?'ct. ~n{)P.fl~~ m~rlp mlltl];;ll ::lId ~ert~t'­
ments With King District 38 at North Bend
and \\1th the C1 ty of CleElum. The depart­
ment received help when two women JOIned
the department. The $737 allotted by King
County EMS wag turned over to North BC:lG
as SnoPass had no EMTs on board at that
time. A number of three-story condos sit on
hillsides. which 'makes them four to five
stones. SnoPass only has two first-Hne pieces
of equIpment and 12 men and 2 women.
including the Chief. They are contemplat­
ing purcMoing an aerial to use whe~ the
need arises to work on the hillsides.

Search and rescue'1s handled by the
King County and Klttltas County organiza­
tions With the Ski Patrol working on the
slopes. North Bend handles all Et\olT I deflb
cases. SnoPass handles about 45 calls a
year with 12 vehicle acciden1.s on 1-90. 4
chimney fires and the rest aid calls with the
same ratio of 65% to 70% as down town
departments.

One thing going for SnoPass: they are on
top of everything.


