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The Hon. Maria Cantwell February 26, 2008
U.S. Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cantwell:

We appreciate your leadership in resolving the issues surrounding the need for a new fire station
at Snoqualmie Pass. The Sierra Club can support the Snoqualmie Pass Land Conveyance Act (S.
2601) introduced by you and Senator Murray, as part of a broader effort to resolve the issues
around development and wildlife connectivity in the Snoqualmie Pass vicinity.

We understand the need of the Snoqualmie Pass Fire District for a modern facility so that they
can provide critical emergency services to those at the Pass and the thousands that travel through
the area every day on Interstate 90. The current facility, leased from the national forest, is 70
years old and inadequate to serve the area. Since learning of this proposal, our intent has been to
support their efforts to build a new station at a location that provides response times set out in
national standards. The fire district has stated that a location on national forest land near exit 53
would provide the best response times for fires and accidents across their service area.

As you know, transferring national forest land, even for worthy projects, should not be done
without compelling reasons. You have stated that an exception should be made in this particular
circumstance because of the important public service provided by the Fire District, the heavy
traffic and emergency calls created by non-residents in the area, the distance of Snoqualmie Pass
from other communities with emergency services, and because of the high amount of federal land
ownership in the area.

Such a move requires not only a compelling reason, but also the highest level of attention to the
needs of the national forest resources in the area. In this case, maintaining and restoring wildlife
connectivity at this upper elevation is needed to meet the objectives of the Northwest Forest Plan
(Snoqualmie Pass Adaptive Management Area) and to assist with implementation of other laws
such as the Endangered Species Act and Clean Water Act. We must offset the permanent impacts
of the footprint and operation of the new facility, such as lost opportunities to restore habitat in
this corridor. Thus, it is critical that we commit to the key elements of mitigation for this project
before that legislation proceeds.

Thanks to your efforts, stakeholders, including the Sierra Club, were convened to discuss these
issues. As a result, we came to an agreement that would allow the preferred site to be transferred
to the Fire District as long as on-site and offsite mitigation were also done.






