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Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent for my statement to be entered
into to the record.

Mr. President, today I am introducing the Snoqualmie Pass Land Conveyance Act, together
with Senator Murray. This bill would transfer an acre and a half of Forest Service land to the
King and Kittitas Counties Fire District No. 51, also known as Snoqualmie Pass Fire and Rescue.
This land would be conveyed at no cost, but would have to be used by the Fire District
specifically for the construction of a new fire station or it would revert back to the federal
government.

Snoqualmie Pass Fire and Rescue serves a portion of two counties on both sides of the
Cascade Mountains along Interstate 90, a community of 350 full-time residents that peaks to
1,500 during the ski season. Additionally, the ski area estimates 20,000 patrons on a busy
weekend, and the Department of Transportation estimates that up to 60,000 vehicles travel
through the fire district on a busy day making it the busiest mountain highway in the country.

This area is also the major transportation corridor for goods and services between Eastern and
Western Washington. The all-volunteer Fire Department averages over 300 calls a year with
about a 10percent annual increase in call volumes, which is more than triple the amount of calls
a typical all-volunteer fire department would respond to in a year. 84% of those incidents are for
non-tax paying residents. Consequently, the Fire Department has the characteristics of a large
city with the limited resources of a small community.

In recent years, this area has been the scene of major winter snowstorms, multi-vehicle
accidents, and even avalanches. The Fire District is often the first responder to incidents in the
area, which is prone to rock slides and avalanches and it is not uncommonfor this community to
be isolated for hours or even days at a time. Several thousand people can be stranded at the Pass
during those periods when the Pass is closed and while the Department of Transportation works
quickly to get the roads back open, it can be very taxing on local resources.

For decades, the Fire District has been leasing its current site from the Forest Service. They
operate out of an aging building that was not designed to be a fire station. Through their hard
work and dedication, they have served their community ably despite this building's many
shortcomings. However, with traffic on the rise and the need for emergency services in the area
growing, the Fire District needs to move to a true fire station.

The Fire District has identified a nearby site that would better serve the public safety needs at
the Pass. This location would provide easy access to the interstate in either direction, reducing
emergency response times. The parcel is on Forest Service property, immediately adjacent to a
freeway interchange, between a frontage road and the interstate itself. The parcel was formerly a
disposal site during construction of the freeway and is now a gravel lot.




